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The Owner-Built Home - Chapter I 
Volume IV - Design and Structure 
The Plan 
By Ken Kern 
( continued from last month) 
The corollary of open planning is flexibility of space. "Double 
purpose" spaces can be created by movable partitions or adjust­
able furniture arrangements. Again, the multi-use of space in 
over-lapping of activities reduces floor size and thus building 
costs. Space-need problems that go with family expansion and 
growing children can best be met with a building environment 
that expands and contracts with changing needs. Sociologists rec­
ognize three family-life stages: early, crowded, and late. Each 
stage represents a different set of space requirements, which 
further illustrates how absurd the room-division of space really is. 
Of course a growing family can move to a larger house, and 
then back to a smaller place as the family decreases in size and 
space-need. Traditionally, the attic and basement areas have been 
renovated when additional space becomes necessary. Another 
course is to design the house for estimated maximum capacity, 
and rent out additional space during early and late years. A more 
economical solution for the young owner-builder, however, is to 
start with a core for cooking, living-sleeping, and bathing. Then, 
as the family size waxes and wanes, space can be first added onto 
the core and later subdivided to accommodate activities of the 
sunset years. 
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It was Frank Lloyd Wright who first incorporated important 
open-planning concepts into his residential home developments. 
For a more spacious feeling, he integrated living, dining, and 
kitchen functions, yet located the kitchen-work area centrally 
between living and sleeping areas. Wright's entry and hallways 
were weII planned. From the main entry one had imn;iediate ac­
cess to any part of the house; and the hallway functioned as pas­
sage, storage, and utility. Wright was perhaps the first to build 
against the public area and open to the private area. 
Wright introduced some important planning concepts into 
house design and structure. Even 50 years after their discovery, 
these ideas have barely trickled down to the conventional main­
stream. Today, architectural renegades surpass Wright's thinking 
to about the same extent that he surpassed his contemporaries. 
Wright spoke of organic architecture and the "natural house"; 
the new men speak of "free-form architecture" and an "endless 
house" ( coined by architect Kiesler) . The final form and shape 
of the endless house is determined from height, width, and bath­
ing functions. The endless quality comes from the fact that any 
section of the house can be either closed off or opened up into one 
continuous space. Unlike a "room," this space cannot be grasped, 
measured, or apprehended at first glance. It has a charming in­
definiteness of bound and elusiveness of volume which give it 
a natural quality unlike anything found in the contemporary 
scene. 
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What Newspapers for Gardeners? 
Every profession, indeed al­
most every person, needs the 
newspaper which best suits his 
needs. Magazines are easier to 
supply: the organic gardener 
has his Organic Gardening maga­
zine, the NF A magazine, and of 
course Mother Earth from Eng­
land, and perhaps also Modern 
Nutrition published by the Nu­
trition Society. But he needs a 
newspaper too - one that comes 
oftener than once a month. 
Well, we took the Christian 
Science Monitor first. It came 
every day except Sunday all 
year long. But it was not quite 
enough. 
Then we subscribed to The 
Wall Street Journal for, I think, 
three months. It was so expen­
sive we had to give it a shorter 
trial. Actually it was THE very 
best for the organic gardener if 
it were not that almost by defi­
nition the O.G. is poor, or any­
how not very affluent. 
Then we took the New York 
Sunday Times for a year. There 
again our poverty made it impos-
sible to get it daily. But just 
once a week it serves the needs 
of the organic gardener 100 % 
and at a cost which is returned 
by the service it renders. 
The Sunday New York Times 
contains (in this Sunday's issue) 
416 full size pages. That varies 
somewhat but not much. 416 
pages, 15 by 23 inches in size. 
The Christian Science Monitor 
is far less bulky for the entire 
week's paper. The Wall Street 
Journal has stouter paper but 
so much fewer even every day 
than 416 pages. Everything con­
sidered-price of paper and bulk 
of paper-the New York Sunday 
- Times is the best buy. Also it 
carries a great deal of news. 
Good news, bad news, "All the 
News That's Fit to Print." 
Now we have tried only these 
three papers, but for weight, 
bulk, number of pages - all of 
which are important to the or­
ganic farmer for mulching his 
gardens - we have decided that 
the New York Sunday Times is 
the best.-.J. B.  
ADVERTISING RATES 
Classified: 45¢ per line; mini­
mum 3 lines or $1.35; 30¢ per 
line for repeats of same ad. 
Per inch (8 lines), $3.20; $2 for 
repeats. $25 per inch for 12 con­
secutive insertions. Average line 
has 29 spaces. 
Display: $4.40 per col. inch; 
$3 for repeats of same ad; cuts 
and mats acceptable. 
Payment should accompany or­
der. Repeat insertions must be 
paid 3 months in advance. 
Write for yearly discounts, pro­
rated on client's total year's ex­
penditure with us. 
Arthur Harvey, Advertising 
Mgr., Raymond, New Hampshire. 
Deadline: 10th of preceding 
month (example, April 10 for the 
!\-'.lay issue). 
Soil Aids 
ROCK PHOSPHATE, Colloidal 
Phosphate, Hybrotite (a potash 
rock), Granite Dust, Nitomin; 
also A & E Hybrotite. - Paul 
Degler, 51 Bethlehem Pike, Col­
mar, Pa. (on Rt. 309). (6-5y) 
Homesteads and Homesteaders 
20 ACRES in Ozark County, Mo. 
Unimproved woodland. $500. 
K. Courselle, Rt. 2, Basswood, 
Okeechobee, Fla. 33472. (10-65) 
HIGH, beautiful 22 A in pasture, 
hogfenced, cross fenced, pine 
woods, 2 springs, pond, young 
orchard, 3 gardens, flowers, an 
ugly and unfinished concrete 
block house & patio, smoke­
house, barn, chickens, 7 cattle, 
well, some furniture. $10,500. 
F. Burn, Rt. 1, Marianna, Fla. 
Letters, cont'd 
might be useful beyond the origi­
nating groups . . .. It is less of an 
ordeal to acquire farms and fac­
tories than change one's beliefs, 
whether the beliefs are based on 
facts, myths, hoaxes or wild sur­
mises of the revered great. But 
some of us attempt to learn to 
some extent. It is this inquisitive­
ness on which the fate of utopias 
for ordinary people may hang. 
Those who believe a manual for 
utopians_ designed by them, kept 
always open for new ideas, might 
·be useful, please send your ideas 
to Park Abbott, 1432 5th Ave., 
Oakland 6, Calif. 
A Call, cont'd 
will one day be prized by man­
kind as a most definitive and 
scientific way of thinking about 
man and his world. 
That day may not be too far 
off. Our destructive bombs, the 
onrush of cybernation, the under­
priviliged everywhere demand­
ing a fair deal, young people tak­
ing responsibility for a better 
world, all indicate the time is 
ripe for intelligent change. 
One of the great cries today is 
"Who am I? What ain I here 
for?" The answer does not come 
with ten box tops mailed, ten 
easy lessons read, or ten expen­
sive sessions on the couch. The 
answer is an individual one, a 
continuing one, a matter of con­
scious and deliberate choice. Will 
I become a sewer rat (sewer-cide) 
or will I become a utopia build­
er? The time to choose is now. 
The time to choose is always 
now. 
I give you my word that you 
will not find a more alive, in­
formed and chellenging group of 
utopia-builders than those who 
have gathered around Ralph Bor­
sodi, Mildred Loomis and The 
School of Living. There is a place 
and a task for every single one 
of us regardless of talents, ex­
perience or education. 
We invite you to find and take 
an active part in the specific 
plans starting in New England 
for a New Frontier by way of a 
new adult education. - From a 
longer item in the November­
December A Way Out. 
WRITE TO ME if you are troubled or 
heavy laden. Learn of Christ for he is 
meek and lowly of heart and he will 
bring comfort to your mind and soul. 
Write to me all your !roubles and 
worries. No advice given unless re­
quested. List of friendly Christian pee· 
pie, 75c. Basic Christian, 1837 Harri­
man, Bend, Oregon. 
RETIREMENT home; 3 bed­
rooms, 2 baths, 2 odd acres. 
Moderate climate, good loca­
tion. Organic fruits and vege­
tables. Details on request (please 
enclose stamped, self-addressed 
envelope). Price $6,000-above 
available bank mortgage. Write 
owner, Rt. 4, Box 72, Hender­
sonville, N. C. 28739. (10-65)11 
Beauty Aids 
DYNAMIC FORMULA-Revolu­
tionary course in Facial and 
Neck Culture. It reawakens and 
preserves facial and neck youth 
indefinitely. Price $3.00. Dy­
namic Formula, Box 376, Lynn, 
Mass. 01903 (3-65)10 
PROTECT your hands with "On 
Guard," the farm-tested, most 
effective hand cream. When all 
else fails, this often helps. 2 ozs., 
$2, postpaid. With each order, 
free "Cleanse With Care" sam­
ple on request. Hedda Maar, 
1472 Broadway, New York City 
10036. (9-65)2 
Foods and Produce 
ORGANIC carrots, beets, endive, 
swiss chard, parsnips, other pro­
duce in season. Complete list of 
health foods.-PAUL BOYLAN. 
SHELBYVILLE, MICH. 
b(8-66)11 
Books and Journals 
"COMMON AL: FREE WAY OF 
LIFE" shows natural steps for 
survival during strife of revo­
lution! $1 from: Star Box 32, 
Tecate, Calif. (10-65) 
Y O U R  LIBRARY - USE IT­
Books on nutrition, health, gar­
dening, childbirth, breastfeed­
ing. Free loan or sale. Products 
too! Yeasts, grain mills, sup­
plements. HATCH LIBRARY, 
Saint Johnsbury, Vermont. 
S O M E T H I N G  DIFFERENT­
Send $1 for first issue of The 
Appalachian South. - Native 
mountaineers tell about their 
folklore, songs, history, how 
greed erodes rn.ou.n.ta1n beauty 
2-.� fo-nnan d-igni-g,;_ _ le.a.viru!: 
widespread poverty. 62 pages, 
9xl2. Per year, 4 issues, $5. Ann 
Williams, editor, Box 4104-G, 
Charleston, W. Va. (ex) 
OAHSPE - "The New Revela­
tions" for the forthcoming 
"New Age." The new approach 
to founding the "Father's King­
dom on Earth." Free literature. 
Fabro & Nell Hanks, R. 1, Box 
206, Morrow, Georgia, 30260. 
(7-65)12 
"PEACE OF MIND THRU NA­
TURE" - guidebook to better 
outdoor living, $1. Backwoods 
Journal, Paradox 5, N. Y. (Jour­
nal subscription $2 a year, sam­
ple 35c.) b(4-64) 
CAILFORNIA HOMEOWNER.a 
24-page monthly, alive with 
sound economics, and action to 
return to the citizen the control 
of his own affairs. $2 a year.-
1571 N. Gower St., Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90028 c(5-65)ex 
JUNE BURN'S book, "LIVING 
HIGH." Joyous account of home­
steading in Sari Juan Islands 
and "troubadouring" through­
out the U. S. Illustrated edition 
with Postscript, only $3.00 post­
paid to "Green Revolutionists" 
(Reg. $4.50). Wellington Books, 
346 Concord Ave., Belmont, 
Mass. w(4-65)y 
THE GREEN REVOLUTION - 5 
October, 1965 
Journal of American Society to 
Defend Children contains an 
important paper, on Modern 
Militarism's Threat to Parental 
Functions, by Dr. Tom Brewer. 
Subscription free. - 163 18th 
Ave., San Francisco, Cal. 94121 
j(9-65)2 
DR. SHELTON's "Hygienic '"Re­
view." A unique Health maga­
zine - Radical, Revolutionary, 
Fearless. 12 Issues for $3. P. 0. 
Box 1277, San Antonio, Texas. 
h(6-63)ex 
GO AHEAD AND LIVE! Even 
as world trends worsen, our 
200 page book is the more 
needed. As people heed the 
counsel here, the causes of war 
are reduced and conditions for 
peace created. Your copy for 
$4.15 from School of Living, 
Brookville, Ohio. (6-65) 
INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY 
NEWSLETTER for news, let­
ters, plans and ideas among per­
sons interested tn intentional 
community. Voluntary contri­
butions, - Ben Zablocki, Box 
281, Baltimore, Md. 21203 
- z(5-65)10 
- ------ -- -
FITNESS - The comprehensive 
natural heialth magazine which 
covers organic nutrition and 
health from the soil upwards. 
$3 a year (monthly), 35c a copy. 
Fitness, 255 7th Ave., New York 
City. (Published by Newman 
Turner Publications, Ltd.). 
Ui-fi3)ex 
T-IBALTH AND DATRY GOA'f'S 
Many hea1 1hful prociucts from 
dairv eoats· milk. cheese. ferti­
lize� National monthly maea­
zine, $2 yearly. Dairy Goat 
Journal, Box 836, Columbia 85, 
Mo. d(6-63)ex 
THE BUG BOOK: recipes for 
harmless insect controls. Illus­
trations identify insects. Cross 
indexed, recipes easy to find 
and make at home. Plants to 
repel insects and wild animals. 
Order from Philbrick, Box 96, 
Wilkinsonville, Mass. $3.65 pp. 
5 copies 40 % off. p(ll-64)y 
Miscellaneous 
WILL EXCHANGE organically 
grown carrots (value 10¢ lb.) 
for a good make electric juicer. 
James Eastman, Rt. 7, Pena­
cook, N. H. (10-65) 
HAVING SOLD my suburbia 
pad, and severed other umbili­
cals, I plan on founding a 
Kerista-type colony in the 
boondocks of Florida. Wish to 
contact congenial bipeds; no 
squares, please. John W. Cour­
se!, 7 S. Maple, Mt. Pleasant, 
Ill. 60057. (10-65) 
ESPERANTO - UNESCO ap­
proved interlanguage.Text, Pro­
nunciation Record, loaned 60 
days FREE. E S P E R A N T O, 
Dept. GR, Middleton, Wis. 
t(l0-65)12 
DO YOU KNOW of any good 
GERMAN BOOKS ON DIET 
and on organic growing? I can 
translate; have potential pub­
lisher. Ernest Kerpen, 721 De 
La Vina, Santa Barbara, Calif. 
93101. (9-65)10 
R U P T U R E D? PROVEN, New 
Home Method. No surgery, no 
shots, no lost time. Painless, in­
expensive, details free. Wolfe 
Clinic, Dept. D, Box 145, Elkins, 
W. Va. 26241 w(9-65)11 
GO AHEAD AND LIVE! 
By M. J. Loomis and others 
A popular presentation of School of Living ideas 
in the life-adventure of a real young couple. 
SPECIFIC! READABLE! CHALLENGING 
"A unique combination of hope, action and slashing social 
criticism."-Dorothy Samuel, St. Paul's College, Laurenceville, 
Va. 
"A significant contribution to civilization."-Linda Clark, 
author and editor Health Federafion Bulletin. 
"Go Ahead and Live! is a stimulating, useful book. I plan 
to order copies for students in my classes." - Dr. Charles Rae­
beck, Adelphi Suffolk College, Oakdale, N. Y. 
$4.00 from 
School of Living 
Brookville, Ohio 
Send for free brochure to interest your librarian, teachers, 
ministers, editors and friends. 
·---- -' 
